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Exemption for Chemically Castrated Male Dogs — FCl Obedience World
Championship 2026

The President of the FCI Obedience Commission has, in a letter dated 26 March 2026,
expressed a request for an exemption allowing chemically castrated male dogs to
compete at the FCI Obedience World Championship 2026, held in Helsingborg,
Sweden, from 24 to 28 June 2026.

According to paragraph 7 of the Swedish Kennel Club’s General Rules: “Male dogs that
have been castrated through medical treatment are not granted exemption for
participation at shows, the Swedish Working Dog Club’s exterior assessments, trials,
competitions or descriptions.”

This rule is based on the fact that national anti-doping regulations also apply at
international FCl championships held in Sweden. Given the effects of chemical
castration on male dogs, it is important to emphasise the purpose of this rule, namely
that the dog must not be influenced in an improper manner; that is, it must not be
subjected to any measure that could improperly affect its appearance, performance, or
reactions.

As the information regarding the applicable rules in Sweden has evidently not reached
participants to the extent necessary, and considering the impact this may have on the
execution of the championship, the Swedish Kennel Club is prepared, on this single
occasion, to make an individual exception for this specific championship.

This means that affected male dogs intending to participate in the Obedience World
Championship may apply for an exemption from paragraph 7 of the General Rules
concerning chemical castration. A condition for a granted exemption is that chemically
castrated male dogs are permitted to compete in obedience in the dog owner’s home
country.

Yours sincerely

- S

Thon’imy Sundell
Chairman
Svenska Kennelklubben
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